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ResearchGate,
Authors’ Rights,
and You
Sue Kunda, Western Oregon University

Andrea Wirth, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

What is ResearchGate?

What is ResearchGate?

-New York Times
(2012)

-New York Times
(2017)

-NPR (2011)

-Forbes (2012)

-Huffington Post
(2015)

What is ResearchGate?

“It has been a fruitful relationship.”
Emmanuel Nnaemeka Nnadi
Plateau State University Microbiologist

“It was really easy to join and create
my online profile. ResearchGate found
all my publications and identified my
co-authors and peers so I could follow
them.”
Amanda O’Donnell

it’s all about vanity, impact points and
silly scores. What have we come to?
“I think it is a disgraceful kind of
marketing and I am choosing not to
use their service because of that.”

University of Manchester Molecular Biologist
Lars Arvestad
Stockholm University Computer Scientist

“I’ve met basically no academics in my field with a favourable view of
ResearchGate.”
Daniel MacArthur
Massachusetts General Hospital Geneticist

What is ResearchGate?
“Public Troves of Illegally Uploaded
Content”

Van Noorden, 2014

“ResearchGate hosts approximately 7 million
full text articles (some

40% of the

total) and acquires many more each month
in contravention of publishing agreements
and in violation of usage and access rights.”

What is ResearchGate?

ResearchGate
October 2017

Academia.edu
December 2013

Sci-Hub
June 2017

Copyright Transfer
Agreements
Authors’ Rights Tool #1

Read the
CTA
JPA
License
…
(fine print)

What does
a CTA
cover?

ResearchGate
Personal website
Department/Lab website
Institutional Repository
Disciplinary Repository

Considerations
Rights requested
Exclusive
Non-Exclusive
Assign full copyright with
grants back to the author
Require Creative
Commons License

Different article
versions
Pre-print
Post-print
Final published version

Conditions
Author can do X
as long as Y and Z are
also done

American Chemical Society
(ACS)

Example:
Use in your thesis
or dissertation

“Authors may reuse all or part of the
Submitted, Accepted or Published
Work in a thesis or dissertation…”
“...subject to the ACS’ ‘Ethical
Guidelines to Publication of
Chemical Research’..."
“...secure written confirmation...from
the respective ACS journal editor…”

Wiley

Example:

“Contributors may re-use figures, tables,
artwork, and selected text up to 250 words
from their Contributions” if:
Credit is giving the to final publication

Reuse of Figures,
Tables, Text
Excerpts

Modifications are noted
“Not .. for direct commercial purposes, or for
financial consideration to the Contributor”
“Nothing herein will permit dual publication in
violation of journal ethical practices.”

Elsevier

Example:
Use in courses
you are teaching

“The Author Rights include the right
to use the Preprint, Accepted
Manuscript and the Published
Journal Article for Personal Use,
Internal Institutional Use and for
Scholarly Sharing...”
Internal Institutional Use (definition):
“Use by the author's institution for
classroom teaching at the institution
and for internal training purposes...”

American Geophysical Union
(AGU)

Example:
Sharing your work
Example #1

“AGU allows authors to deposit
their journal articles if the version is
the final published citable
version of record, the AGU
copyright statement is clearly visible
on the posting, and the posting is
made 6 months after official
publication by the AGU.”

Wolters Kluwer/Lippincott
Williams & Wilkins

Example:
Sharing your work
Example #2

can deposit final peer-reviewed
manuscript"... on “personal website,
university's institutional repository
or employer's intranet…”
“You may not include the final peerreviewed manuscript or any other
version of the article in any
commercial site or in any
repository owned or operated by
any third party.”
12 month embargo

In pairs or small groups:

CTA
Activity

Review the example Copyright
Transfer Agreement provided.
Consider the following as if you
were an author reviewing this
agreement for your own article:
● What concerns you?
● What do you like about the
agreement?

SHERPA/RoMEO
Authors’ Rights Tool #2

SHERPA/RoMEO

Applied Energy (Journal Title)

Notes & Copyright Information

SHERPA/RoMEO
Activity

1. Search SHERPA/RoMEO
to find the journal title.
2. Note which (if any)
version can be deposited
into an institutional or
disciplinary repository,
and/or if it can be placed
on ResearchGate.
3. Note any restrictions
(e.g., embargo, link to
publisher’s pdf)

Can Authors
Negotiate?

Author Addenda
Authors’ Rights Tool #3

What Rights
Do You Want
Or Need?

Use in thesis or dissertation
Reuse of figures, tables, etc.
Use in teaching
Share with colleagues
Make available online:
preprint servers
personal website
DigitalScholarship@UNLV

SPARC
Author
Addendum

Scholar’s
Copyright
Engine

Access – Reuse

Publisher’s Version
Online Immediately
CC-NC License

Immediate Access

Publisher’s Version
Online Immediately

Delayed Access

Accepted Manuscript
*online immediately
Publisher’s Version
*6 months after publication

This Addendum and the Publication Agreement, taken together, allocate all rights under copyright with respect to all versions of the
Article. The parties agree that wherever

there is any conflict between this Addendum and the
Publication Agreement, the provisions of this Addendum are paramount and the
Publication Agreement shall be construed accordingly.

. For record keeping purposes, Author requests that Publisher sign a copy of this Addendum and return it to Author. However, if

publisher publishes the Article in the journal or in any other form without signing
a copy of this Addendum, such publication manifests Publisher's assent to the
terms of this Addendum.

Acknowledgment of Prior License Grants. In addition, where applicable and without limiting the retention of rights above, Publisher

acknowledges that Author's assignment of copyright or Author's grant of
exclusive rights in the Publication Agreement is subject to Author's prior grant of
a non-exclusive copyright license to Author's employing institution and/or to a
funding entity that financially supported the research reflected in the Article as part of an agreement between Author or Author's employing institution and such funding entity,
such as an agency of the United States government.

4. Author's Retention of Rights. Notwithstanding any terms in the Publication Agreement to the contrary, AUTHOR and PUBLISHER agree that in addition to any rights under
copyright retained by Author in the Publication Agreement, Author retains:

non-commercial purposes; (ii) the right to prepare
derivative works from the Article; and (iii) the right to authorize others to make any non-commercial use of the
Article so long as Author receives credit as author and the journal in which the Article has been published is cited as the source of first publication of the Article. For example, Author
may make and distribute copies in the course of teaching and research and may
post the Article on personal or institutional Web sites and in other open-access
digital repositories.

(i) the rights to reproduce, to distribute, to publicly perform, and to publicly display the Article in any medium for

5. Publisher's Additional Commitments. Publisher agrees to provide

to Author within 14 days of first
publication and at no charge an electronic copy of the published Article in a format, such as the
Portable Document Format (.pdf), that preserves final page layout, formatting, and content. No technical restriction, such as security
settings, will be imposed to prevent copying or printing of the document.

Access – Reuse

4. Notwithstanding any terms in the Publication Agreement to the contrary, AUTHOR and PUBLISHER agree as follows:

4.1. Professional Activities. Author retains the non-exclusive

right to create derivative works from the
Article and to reproduce, to distribute, to publicly perform, and to publicly display
the Article in connection with Author's teaching, conference presentations,
lectures, other scholarly works, and professional activities.

4.2. Distribution. Author has the non-exclusive

right to distribute copies of any version of the Article, including but
not limited to the published version, by means of any web server from which members of the general
public can download copies without charge, provided that Author cites the journal

in which the Article has been published as the source of first publication, when applicable. "Published version" means the version of the Article distributed by Publisher to subscribers or readers of
the Journal.

Immediate Access

4.2. Author's

Final Version. Author retains the non-exclusive right to distribute copies of
Author's final version by means of any web server from which members of the
general public can download copies without charge. "Author's final version" means the final version accepted for journal
publication, and includes all modifications from the publishing peer review process.

Published Version. Author has the non-exclusive right to distribute copies of the
published version of the Article by means of any web server from which members of the general public can download copies without charge, provided
that Author cites the journal in which the Article has been published as the source of
first publication, and further, that Author shall not authorize public access to the published version any earlier than six months from the
4.3.

date that Publisher first makes the final, published version available to Publisher's subscribers. "Published version" means the version of the Article distributed by Publisher to subscribers or readers
of the Journal.

Delayed Access

After an Addendum is Created

Author Addenda
Activity

1. Go to:
creativecommons.org/about/progr
am-areas/legal-tools-licenses/
OR
Creative Commons → About →
Program Areas → Legal
1. Click the “get started” hotlink.
2. Use either the article information
from the previous activity or create
a “fake” journal article of your own
to fill in the textboxes.
3. Choose one of the three
agreement types (don’t use the
MIT agreement).
4. Generate the addendum.

Digital Scholarship
@UNLV
Authors’ Rights Tool #4

https://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/

Disciplinary
OA Sites
Authors’ Rights Tool #5

SSRN

Academia.edu vs. ResearchGate vs. IR

ResearchGate vs.
Open Access Repository
Which one?
Or Both?

Feature

Institutional Repository

ResearchGate

Preservation of works

Yes

No

Export metadata to other systems

Yes

No

Provides alt-metrics

Yes, some content (UNLV)

No

Views/Downloads information

Yes

Yes

For profit business

No (not usually)

Yes

Collaboration features

No

Yes

Tracks Citations

No (UNLV)

Yes

Adapted from University of California Office of Scholarly Communication CC-BY https://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/2015/12/a-socialnetworking-site-is-not-an-open-access-repository/

Librarian
Authors’ Rights Tool #6

Scholarly Communication Librarian
Andrea Wirth
andrea.wirth@unlv.edu

Librarians
Your Liaison Librarian
Visit:
https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subj
ect

